Amesbury  [  ?]  5  M[ ?] 1861
G. W. Carleton Esq
My brother M. F.
Whittier of the Boston Custom
House, has made a selection
of the papers, [originally  ?] published
in the Portland Transcript.
Douglas [Tevrold's ?] newspaper
and the ["Vanity Times" ?]  used as
the head of  "Sellers from Ethan-
Spike of Hornby."  They consti-
tute a connected series
referring back some 10 or 12
years - touching upon all
realtors of popular interest
for wit, humor & fun-provoking
caricature of the social & [  ?]





political follies of the times.
I do not think they have
been excelled.
One of them, a take off
of Secession, [refereeing ?]
Homby in the act of calling
{  } from the State of Mexico
war, is the [retrial  ?]   of the Rebellion
quoted by a lawyer in
Columbia  S. C . & so [accused ?]
[ B ?] & Court that it was
read at the Judge's request
in the Court house.  I saw
one of them greeted in the
Michigan Legislature
some two or three years ago.
They will make a
volume of some 250 or
300 pages; and I am sure
would be highly popular.
I wish to make some
arrangment with them for
their publication in my brother's





behalf and I shall be
glad to hear from thee at
thy earliest convenience.
A few good illustrations
for which these all are subjects
would be well
Very [ truly yours ?]
John G Whittier


